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Parliamentary Candidate Survey Outcomes
30 April 2010

Background
One East Midlands conducted a survey with parliamentary candidates of all the parties contesting the 2010 Elections in the East Midlands. The survey was undertaken on behalf of East Midlands Infrastructure Steering Group (EMISG). The objective of the survey was to gauge candidates’ understanding and priorities for the sector and the communities they are engaged with. We present here the findings from this survey.

Summary 
Twenty candidates responded to the survey as follows: 

Political Party





No of respondents

	Conservatives 
	3

	Green Party
	1

	Labour
	12

	Liberal Democrats
	4

	Other
	0

	Total
	20


The survey explored a series of issues with candidates that included: direct and indirect experience of working with the CVS, support for the VCS and the role of the voluntary sector and how lottery money should be expended. The candidates felt that it was vitally important for the VCS to provide funding information to community organisations and funding was ranked as the main issue facing voluntary and community organisations in their work. In line with the above the candidates felt that the voluntary and community sector should get first priority in allocation of lottery funds.

Outcomes
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In general all the 20 candidates that responded to this survey had some knowledge and experience of working with the VCS sector. The candidates had or were still involved with the sector in various capacities including: current and previous paid workers, volunteers and service users.

Candidates responses to distribution of lottery funds [image: image2.emf]Lottery money expenditure 
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The voluntary sector (charities and community groups) was the first priority according to candidates. The top five priorities were:

1. Voluntary Sector – charities and community groups

2. Sports 

3. Health and well being

4. Heritage and The Arts

5. Education
Candidates’ priority areas for service provision to community organisations

	Service Area
	Total rankings by level of importance

	
	Vital
	Important
	Limited use
	Irrelevant
	Don’t Know

	Information about funding
	17
	3
	0
	0
	0

	Help Support/writing funding applications
	8
	10
	1
	1
	0

	Advice on contracts/service tendering
	6
	10
	0
	3
	1

	Local training courses/workshops
	9
	10
	1
	0
	0

	Lobbying decision makers
	4
	11
	5
	0
	0

	Sector policy representation
	8
	10
	2
	0
	0

	Employing & managing staff advice
	3
	13
	3
	1
	0

	Involving and managing volunteers advice
	7
	11
	2
	0
	0

	Volunteer promotion & recruitment
	8
	9
	3
	0
	0

	Supporting achievement of quality standards
	4
	12
	2
	2
	0

	Providing opportunities for meeting and collaboration
	6
	9
	4
	1
	0

	New groups development to meet local needs
	7
	11
	2
	0
	0

	Helping groups to develop and grow
	6
	9
	5
	0
	0

	Totals
	93
	128
	30
	8
	1


Most of the parliamentary candidates (17 out of 20) felt that it was vitally important for the VCS to provide funding information to community organisations. The top five services ranked between vitally important and important were as follows:

1. Information about funding

2. Training

3. Help and support with writing funding applications / advice on involving and managing volunteers / Development of new groups to meet local needs 

4. Advice on tendering for contracts to provide services / advice about employing and managing volunteers / support to achieve quality standards

5. Lobbying decision makers / providing opportunities for meeting and collaboration / helping groups tom develop and grow
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*
Reluctance of funders to provide core finance which is essential ‘pump funding’ if the groups have to be successful in winning short term contract and specific funding.

Funding was ranked as the major issue faced by voluntary and community groups. The top five issues according to the parliamentary candidates were:

· funding – lack of or reductions in grant funding

· fundraising – getting harder and fewer donations

· short term funding -  makes it hard to sustain services and activities

· competing -  for funding, contracts and media coverage with large charities that are better known

· coping with legal requirements, regulations and red tape 
Role of the community and voluntary sector
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The candidates felt that the Voluntary and Community Sector role was important in addressing all of the service areas as shown in the table above. The Sector was ranked key player in Equality and Cohesion issues. The top 5 areas that the candidates felt the VCS role was most important were:

1. Children and families and poverty

2. Crime/health/ageing/financial inclusion

3. Environment

4. Education and skills

5. Employment and cohesion

Implications for the Sector
These are the results and views that the 20 Parliamentary Elections 2010 candidates in the East Midlands have about the role of the voluntary and community sector and how funding should be distributed. The survey and the results provide useful insight about how potential policy makers view the sector and therefore a guide for future engagements and collaboration. 
Future Developments
The elections are looming and disregard of which party or parties get into power there are signs of major changes and implications for the sector.  One East Midlands will bring you updates as events unfold. 
One East Midlands
One East Midlands is a regional voluntary and community sector infrastructure organisations for the East Midlands.  We work to ensure that the voluntary and community sector is actively engaged with key regional bodies and other partners, from across the public, statutory, business and social enterprise sectors. We bring together organisations that support voluntary and community groups across the region to influence and shape policy, improve services and provide a point of contact at a regional level.
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